
                  
 

 

 CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

                As part of its activities on regional economic integration processes, the Jean Monnet 
Chair in Comparative Regional Integration launches a call for papers for the edition of a 

thematic issue "Caribbean Economy Today" of the Review Etudes caribéennes (publication 

expected end of the first half of 2019). 

 

            The Caribbean region must be economically apprehended by its natural trading area 

which includes, in addition to its island component, the contiguous continental territories. 

From this point of view, the AEC appears as a relatively more relevant entity compared to the 

Caricom, for example. The Caribbean area is subject to population and environmental 

constraints that impact its current and future economic development. Confronted with 

population aging, insufficient social cohesion (unemployment, growth of poverty, inequality 
of access to care, insecurity of goods and people), this geographical area also faces the climate 

challenge. The importance of this problem is considerable because the zone will not resist a 

recurrence of costly reconstructions, induced by devastating major cyclones (high risks of 

climatic migrations and economic desertification). 

 

          In a global free-trade context (more and more countries are members of the WTO), 

economic development actions must now take into account multidimensional constraints, for 

example in terms of the international distribution of productive processes. Thus, the 

globalization of activities mainly benefits the industrializing countries or those with a strong 

industry. This leads to a predominant productive concentration in the Asian zone around 

China, effectively limiting the industrial capacity of the rest of the world, which remains at a 
significant level in countries like Germany or the United States. Industrial niche strategies 

remain accessible to most states, especially those in the Caribbean. Today, the economy of 

these territories is characterized by a productive dualism. Traditional agricultural and tertiary 

activities (tourism, transport, finance) exist alongside with industrial enterprises (and 

associated services) of unequal efficiency, braking the rise of production sector or the 

insertion in the global value chains. From this point of view, the quality of innovation in the 

productive processes (especially in the creation of new goods) and the degree of real 

qualification of the active population are determining factors of the future capacity of the 

Caribbean area to better fit in a globalization in which she plays today a marginal role as well 

in terms of trade as of FDI in stock or flow. The financial system of this zone, which offers 
corner activities (tax haven or micro-credit), does not seem sufficiently efficient in its basic 

activity of financing local economic development. 

 

           For example, can experiences of regional economic integration or partnership 

agreements with the EU allow this zone to reduce the diseconomies linked to the atomicity of 

its territories and its productive apparatus? Or is it not preferable, in a very pragmatic way, to 
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promote, within the framework of relevant competitiveness clusters, international cooperation 

on the models of Airbus or the European Space Agency to better address the current 

globalization? ? In any case, the geographical position of the Caribbean gives it a significant 
advantage to be a fruitful economic hub between the EU, the North and South Americas, 

especially in the activities of the tertiary sector or business services (digital, artificial 

intelligence, renewable energies). 

 

          All of these questions should be discussed in the context of contributions that respond 

to the themes listed in the appendix below. Proposals for papers other than those listed in this 

appendix may be made and will be considered by the Journal Editorial Board. 

          Proposals (500 words max.) should reach to Bernard Yvars before the 25th of 

September 2018 at the following email addresses:  

 

bernard.yvars@scpobx.fr     and  yvars.bernard@yahoo.fr 

 

            As of September 30, 2018, the final summary of the thematic issue "Caribbean 

Economy Today" will be prepared and communicated to the various authors. Proposed 

articles must not exceed 45,000 characters (spaces included), English and Spanish texts being 

accepted. They will have to reach the same addresses in electronic format at the latest on 

December 31, 2018. Already, the interested contributors can access to the general instructions 

of the Review to the authors by using the following link: https://journals. 

openedition.org/etudescaribeennes/812 

           Some additional information on economic writing will be provided later to the selected 

contributors so that articles are accessible to the greatest number of readers, including non-

economists.   

 

Appendix - Summary of the Thematic Issue "Caribbean Economy Today" 

-The Caribbean economy: a mixed insertion in the current globalization- 

Introduction 
 The Caribbean natural trade zone: strengths and weaknesses (Bernard Yvars) 

 

Part I - Population Dynamics and External Factor Constraints 
-Regional evolution of the population: declining fertility and demographic aging 
-Migratory movements in the Caribbean: an ambivalent phenomenon 

-Sustainable development subject to environmental constraints 

 

Part II - A socio-economic system marked by productive dualism 
-A traditional agricultural and tertiary production structure 

-An industrial strategy of limited efficiency: from start-ups to clusters 

-Productive investment and innovation in the Caribbean economy 

-Is the Caribbean financial system suitable for local economic development? 

-Human development and changing skills of the labor force 

 

Part III - The Caribbean in Global Value Chains 

-International trade and Caribbean specializations 
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-Foreign direct investment: evolution and specificities 

-What is the assessment of experiences of regional economic integration in the Caribbean 

zone? 
-Can the EPA with the Caribbean promote an effective integration of this region into 

globalization? 

Conclusion 
 The Caribbean, economic hub, interface between Europe, North and South America (Bernard 

Yvars) 

 

Reading report (Bernard Yvars) 

1 - Perspectivas del Comercio Internacional de América Latina y el Caribe - Recuperación en 

un contexto de incertidumbre, CEPAL, 2017 

 2 - Integración regional : Hacia una estrategia de cadenas de valor inclusivas, CEPAL, 2016 
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